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òIcons are not simply art; they are a way into contemplative prayer,  
and are therefore one way to let God speak to us.ó 

      ~Ludmila Pawlowska  
 

× Beginning January 29, 2012  × 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Sundays, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
and  

Join us for First Friday Art Walk on Friday, February 3, 2012 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  



FPC MESSENGER (UPS315-640) is published semi-monthly, by the First Presbyterian Church, 817 SW Harrison 

Street, Topeka, Kansas  66612-1607; phone 785-233-9601.  Periodical Postage paid at Topeka, Kansas.  

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to FPC MESSENGER, 817 SW Harrison, Topeka, Kansas  66612-1607. 

 ƉSgdm sgd KNQC r`hc sn

Moses, ƆSee, I have chosen Bezalel 

Ə `mc H g`ud ehkkdc ghl vhsg sgd

Spirit of God, with wisdom, with 

understanding, with knowledge and 

with all kinds of skills to make 

artistic designs for work in gold, 

silver and bronze, to cut and set 

stones, to work in wood, and to 

engage in all kinds of 

bq`esrƊ 'Dwnctr 20(- 

God loves Beauty and God 

loves the Arts in all their manifold 

variety. Consider Genesis 1, where 

the Creator makes and shapes 

matter, framing space and filling 

space with all kinds of extravagant, 

opulent, and unnecessary things. 

Vd chcmƇs qd`kkxneed blue. Life 

cndrmƇsdepend on calla lilies, 

giraffes, or a C minor chord, let 

alone the aurora borealis, smoked 

salmon, Cabernet Sauvignon, or 

ghfg rnoq`mnr- Ats sgdxƇqd sgdqd-

@mc Fnc b`kkr hs `kk Ɖudqx fnnc-Ɗ

God likes matter. He made it. He 

gave it to us. And he called us to be 

Ɖrta-bqd`snqrƊ vgn b`qqx nm ghr `bs

of creation in our own ways. 

Consider Bezalel, the chief 

architect and artist for the tabernacle. 

God gave him artistic skill so he 

could make beauty. Or consider 

FncƇr hmrsqtbshnmr sn Lnrdr

qdf`qchmf sgd oqhdrsrƇ `sshqd9 Ɖxnt

shall make coats and sashes and caps. 

You shall make them for glory and 

beautyƊ 'Dwnctr 17(- FncƇr nvm

beauty is an oft-qdod`sdc sgdld9 ƉEnq

how great is his goodness, and how 

great his beauty 'Ydbg 8906(-Ɗ ƉNmd

sghmf g`ud H `rjdc ne sgd KNQC Ə

that I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life, to 

gaze upon the beauty ne sgd KNQC-Ɗ

As my friend David Taylor wrote, 

ƉVg`sdudq xnt ots nm sgd v`kkr ne

your church will reinforce your 

theology and your experience of 

God, so ask yourself, what do you 

v`ms sn qdlhmc odnokd `ants Fnc-Ɗ 

And consider Revelation 21, 

which describes the new creation and 

the eternal city as a place of 

unimaginable beauty, made of jasper, 

crystal, gold, sapphire, agate, 

emerald, onyx, topaz, amethyst, and 

pearls. Etienne Gilson writes, 

ƉSg`mjr sn sgd ehmd `qsr+ l`ssdq

enters by anticipation into something 

like the state of glory promised to it 

ax sgdnknfh`mr `s sgd dmc ne shld-Ɗ

Creation was beautiful in the 

beginning. The new creation will be 

beautiful at the end. In between we 

live in a world that carries the 

potential for great beauty ƅ beauty 

that leads us to worship the Creator, 

to anticipate heaven, and beauty that 

brings refreshing delight and shalom 

to both city and soul.  

In the next couple of months 

First Presbyterian will co-host two 

beautiful events. The first is the 

exhibit from Ludmila Pawlowska, 

ƉHbnmr hm Sq`mrenql`shnm-Ɗ

Traditional icons are often called 

Ɖvhmcnvr hmsn gd`udmƊ adb`trd sgdx

invite their viewer to experience the 

saints of the church in their glorified 

state. They are works of beauty and 

works of worship, and they echo 

sgqntfgnts O`vknvrj`Ƈr vnqj- L`jd

sure you visit the rest of this large 

show at Grace Cathedral, perhaps 

during the First Friday Art Walks we 

are co-hosting in February and 

March.  

Finally, on February 17Ƅ19, 

and along with the four other 

downtown churches, we are hosting a 

major arts festival, appropriately 

b`kkdc+ ƉEnq sgd Ad`tsxƏƊ @qsr

pastor, author, and speaker, David 

Taylor, will be speaking. The 

Heartland Jazz Trio and the organist 

Jan Kraybill will perform. Kim 

Williams and the Mulvane Art Lab 

vhkk needq ` bghkcqdmƇr `qs vnqjrgno-

A roundtable discussion on the arts in 

society will take place at NOTO Arts 

District (moderated by our own 

Gordon McQuere). And besides the 

icon show, we will also exhibit 

rgnvr dmshskdc ƉR`bqdc Ro`bdr+Ɗ `mc

ƉE`bdr ne Idrtr-Ɗ @ qhbg `mc etkk

weekend, eh?  

We are thrilled that our five churches 

have come together around 

something so near to the heart and 

character of God as Beauty and the 

Arts. Check out our website http://

forthebeautytopeka.webstarts.com/ or 

sgd e`bdannj o`fd+ ƉEnq sgd Ad`tsx+Ɗ

and please plan to come and enjoy 

the weekend along with your friends 

and neighbors. It looks to be a great 

event for our church, for downtown, 

for Topeka, and hopefully, for our 

beautiful and glorious Creator.  

 ~Brian Williams  
 

 

 

 

http://forthebeautytopeka.webstarts.com/
http://forthebeautytopeka.webstarts.com/


 

John Tiffany  

Joined: March 20, 1988 

Died:  January 20, 2012 
 

The congregation extends its 

sympathy to Karen Tiffany and 

family on the death of her husband, 

John Tiffany, on January 20, 2012.  

We also extend our sympathy to 

Bonnie Gray and family on the 

cd`sg ne AnmmhdƇr rhrsdq+ Khk` Kdd

Snider, on January 15, 2012 in 

Memphis TN.  At the same time 

we rejoice with them; in the sure 

and certain hope of eternal life. 

Congratulations  
...to Jen and Chris Tymeson on 

the birth of a daughter, Taylor 

Grace, on January 13.   Taylor 

joins big brother, Gage, at home.  

...to Jill and David Adams on the 

birth of a son, Garrett Riley,  on 

January 20.  Proud grandparents 

are Dick and Carolyn Adams. 
 

Baptism  
...Morgan  Michelle Munson, 

daughter of Lindsey and Mike 

Munson, was baptized on January 

15, 2012. 
 

Thank you  
Thank you to all for your 

thoughts, prayers, flowers and 

ennc `s sgd shld ne DqmhdƇr cd`sg-

~Leola Latta and Profit family. 

In Memoriam  

First Presbyterian Church   
  817 SW Harrison  �q Topeka, KS  66612-1607 �q�� 785/233-9601 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12  
9:15 a.m. in Willard Hall  

(during Church School Hour�Gthere 

will be no Church School) 

 

Brunch will be provided by the 

Fellowship Committee. 

 

If you plan to attend,  

please call the church office or  

sign the RSVP list in Disciples Hall  

by Wednesday, February 8.  

 

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���5�H�W�U�H�D�W���² Save The Date  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ƉBnld `v`x vhsg ld sn ` pthds ok`bd `o`qs eqnl sgd

world with its frantic pace to pray, reflect and seek 

FncƇr fq`bd+ bnld `v`x vhsg ld+ bnld `v`x-Ɗ 

 

Women of the Church are invited to come away to 

Heartland Center, May 4-5, 2012. 
 

VdƇkk rs`x hm ` kncfd+ stbjdc hm sgd vnncr+ vhsg

comfortable meeting and sleeping rooms, bathrooms  and 

porches, perfect for enjoying the cool spring breeze. 

There will be time to deepen our connections with one 

another and God, to explore the beauty of nature, to 

relax, and have fun together! 

 

RnƏbnmrtks xntq b`kdmc`q `mc xntq rhfmhehb`ms nsgdqrƏ

and come away! 
 

 


